Spark Studio News

Greetings students, caregivers, family and friends

April 2008

The end of term one is almost upon us with all classes finishing on Friday April 11™.

We have had a very exciting and busy start to the year with four separate programmes up and
running. As well as three regular Studio Sessions, we have continued the Visual Arts Focus Group
on from last year, in a slightly modified form, and introduced two new classes — Language Through
Art and The Printed Image.

Suzanne and the tutors have worked really hard to prepare and set up these new initiatives and are
thrilled with the students’ response to the more structured approach to art education.

We are grateful to Tertiary Education Commission for funding the new classes.

Here are some photos from classes this term.

More about our new classes

Some of you may not know much about what happens in the new classes;

Language Through Art explores language and imagery through print making and in the process teaches
such skills as paper making, various ways of print making, language via writing or mark making and book
binding. While this class finishes at the end of term 3, the tutors and staff will, in term 4, work on mounting
an exhibition of the students’ handcrafted books and publishing a journal documenting the collective works
and how it all came about.

The Printed Image concentrates on learning a variety of ways of producing printed art. This involves
considerable handling of materials and tools, which for students with physical disabilities is stimulating and
challenging. Caregivers for high needs students take an active part in the class as they support their clients
in art making — under the watchful eyes of our tutors. While drawing is an important part of print making, the
students are also introduced to mono-print, collagraphs, stenciling, marbling, stamping, engraving and
lithographs. The students will, at the end, produce a major work based on personal motif in print making.

Visual Art Focus Group is a continuation from last years highly successful class involving the teaching of a
wide range of art making techniques within the theme ‘I tell my story’. This year resources do not allow the
class to run as intensely as last year but we have retained most of the students as a group and they are
continuing to develop their ideas in painting and drawing and also maintain their visual arts diary practice.

Our regular Studio Sessions are open classes - they allow the students to freely express themselves
creatively. The tutors take the lead from the students, encouraging them to be self directed where possible.

Spark Studio’s Trustees

We are delighted to have two parents of Spark Studio students as Trustees of our Board.

Jane Allerby, Matthew’s mother is a welcome new Trustee and she joins Daniel’'s mother, Eileen Mullen,
who has been a Trustee for some time. Our other Trustees are Paul Harrop, an accountant and our long
standing chairperson; John Eaden, manager of Artstation; and Greg Taylor who is a semi-retired
headmaster.

We are fortunate to have such a talented, well balanced board — all working voluntarily for our benefit.



Dates to Remember

End of term one: Lastday — Friday April 11 ™

All classes finish in the week ending April 11™. There will be a two week break with classes starting
again on Tuesday April 29"

Start of term two:  First day — April 29th

Increase in fees for term two and onwards

Unfortunately we must increase some of the fees for term two and onwards due to our rising costs. All
of the fees are heavily subsidised and we do try to keep them as low as possible. The actual cost to
Spark Studio for each student to attend a ten session term is $700.

The Studio Sessions (Tuesday morning and afternoon and Wednesday afternoon classes) are now
$15.00 per session with a $20 discount for prompt payment.

Visual Arts Focus Group is now $17.50 per session with a $20 discount for prompt payment.
Invoices will be sent out during the break.

As the Language Through Art and The Printed Image classes are sponsored by Tertiary Education
Commission, those fees will remain as they are for the rest of the year.

About Amy

Amy McDonald - Tutor

Over the summer holidays | attended a week long programme at
Corbans Estate Art Centre experimenting and learning various
types of book making. This complements Spark Studio’s new
Language Through Art programme, where we are exploring
image and text through different mediums, with a personalized
book as an end result. Last year | participated in a weekend
workshop that looked at ‘deconstructing the book’. This was
thought provoking and blurred the boundaries of book making
and fine art.

In March at Artstation | spent a weekend enjoying the process of learning how to make paper out of fibres,
flax, ginger, papyrus. Just beautiful! In term one | have introduced some of these ideas and skills to artists
at Spark Studio. They have made a pamphlet book, (which they use as their visual diary), exquisite hand
made paper and are near completion of a concertina book. Spark artists’ are producing extraordinary and
unique art works in these mediums! We are all enjoying the experience of learning new skills and
knowledge in art making.

In addition to these skills we are all updating our knowledge of workplace First Aid by attending St John
courses — as part of Spark Studio’s professional development programme.

Here’s what Daniel Mullen says about the new classes he is attending:



