
 June/July 2008 
 
Greetings students, caregivers, family and friends 
 
Term two has flown by and is nearing the end.  Classes finish on Friday 4th July.  The 
tutors were all struck down with a dreadful flu virus towards the end of the term but 
with much ‘soldiering on’ and Ian coming in to help we got through.   
Our new courses have consolidated this term and some excellent work is coming 
through.  This week we are sending off eligible art work for the annual IHC awards. 
This year we have been fortunate to have Karina Balea-Raitz (Fine Arts student) 
voluntarily assisting in the studio.  Her calm presence and help is much appreciated 
by the tutors. 
Below are some photos from the students at work in term two. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

News from the classes 
Language through Art:  The students have formed a cohesive, sharing group and are working 
intensively on their projects with great effect. 
The Printed Image: Print-making involves the learning of new techniques which the students are 
enjoying and mastering well.  The images they are creating are exciting and stimulating. 
Visual Arts focus Group: This term the VAFG students are really extending themselves with bigger 
works being produced and innovative ideas being experimented with. 
Studio Sessions: The tutors are introducing ideas and techniques from the other classes to students 
in the open sessions so they are benefiting too.  All classes are full and busy. 
 

Conference in Melbourne 
We are delighted that Suzanne has had a paper accepted for presentation at an international 
conference in Melbourne later in July.  International RiSE Symposium:  Re-Imagining Special 
Education through Arts Education & Arts Therapy.  July 27th to 29th.   In this seminar Suzanne will 
talk about Spark Studio, our innovative new programmes and on creativity as a means by which 
all people and communities can generate, explore and bring about personal and societal change.  
This presentation will showcase Spark Studio to an international audience and after the 
conference the content will have extensive exposure via websites. 
 

“Adopt an Artist” 
Some of our students struggle to pay their class fees – even though they are minimal.  For 
$700 you could make a tremendous difference to a person’s life by adopting one of our 
students for a year.  Maybe you could suggest your place of work group together to help fund a 
person with disabilities attend Spark Studio.  We would keep you up to date with their progress 
and reward you with a work of their art making to brighten your home or workplace.  Please 
contact the office for more information – we’d love to hear from you. 

Salome Moeauga   Rodney Arts     Claire Jensen 



 
Dates to Remember  

 
End of term two:  Last day –  Friday July 4th 
 
All classes finish in the week ending July 4th.  There will be a two week break with 
classes starting again on Tuesday July  22nd  
 
Start of term two:   First day – Tuesday July 22 nd. 

 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Angela’s funding successes  
Angela Byrnes, our funding person, has been very busy making sure we have enough funds 
to see us through the year. 
We are grateful to the following sponsors for their support: 
    
ASB Community Trust   Lottery Commission           Southern Trust            Perry Foun dation                     
JR McKenzie Trust     Lion Foundation       Kerr Ta ylor Trust  Portage Trust            
New Zealand Community Trust Tertiary Education Comm ission 
 

Corban’s Esta te Art Exhibition  
At a major exhibition at Corban’s Estate in Henderson towards the end of the year we will be 
presenting the completed works from our two pilot programmes: Language through Art and The 
Printed Image.  The exhibition runs from November 20th to December 14th and will include 
handmade books and prints.  We are investigating the possibility of holding other smaller 
exhibitions before the end of the year. 
 

Our new sewing machine 
Shelley Clark is having fun experimenting with our 
new sewing machine, bought with money from the 
Auckland City Community Group Assistance  
fund .  This acquisition will allow the students to work 
with fabric in a creative way and open up opportunities 
for new course content. 
 

About Gabriela  
 
Gabriela Gamez- Intern/Volunteer 
Art Therapy Masters Candidate 
School of Visual Arts 
New York City 

 
This past April as I was finishing my first training year as an art 
therapist, I decided to spend the summer working in the field.  I 
believe that the best resource to learn is through our hands-on 
experience.  
I learned about Spark Studio while I was searching through the 
internet for a place where art, creative development and self-
expression were encouraged for those with physical and/or 
learning disabilities.  
 

Spark has been an amazing experience. When you walk in the studio, you can feel the unity, 
happiness and joy that art has brought together within the students and the staff.  
For the past 3 years I have been living in New York. Experiencing the beauty of the cultures, the 
warmth and uniqueness of the people is invaluable. Once I finish my masters, I hope to take all this 
with me to Mexico where I am originally from.  
It has been so enriching! People here are so lovely and kind. Spark’s effort to provide a place for the 
students to express and learn is really marvelous! 
 


