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Antonia Nicoll

Antonia has been involved with Spark Studio for about 8 years. Antonia was
in the first Visual Arts Focus Group 3 years ago, which gave her the
techniques to develop as an artist. Last year she was in the Portraiture class
which culminated in an exhibition at North

Art, and this year she’s involved with the

Women'’s Circle.

Antonia uses what's around her as
inspiration for her artwork.

Antonia’s portrait work is interesting
because she has an eye for detail. As
well as the main portrait, the details in the
background are art works in their own
right. She did a portrait of me last year,
and | was intrigued by the imagery in the
background.

Family is important to Antonia. In one
painting she used tones and shades of ) s
black that produced a black and white e £
image of 3 of her family members. It shows her real technical skills as an
artist, and ability to use art to express what’'s happening around her.

Celebrity is also a big theme in her work. Madonna is one of her Idols. One
image that | remember is of Madonna, but Antonia as her pop idol. Perhaps
an indication of the invisibility of people with disabilities. Through art, Antonia
is able to reflect on the celebrity culture of society — stating very clearly that
disabled people want that fame and recognition as well.

| am amazed at the speed in which Antonia can produce art works, and still
focus on the detail.



