
Art is part of who Lizzie is 
By Allyson Hamblett 

 

When you walk into Lizzieôs home, you can see where her inspiration comes from.  

Her own artwork hanging on the wall, her own 

studio, images of cats and dolphins ï the latter a 

particular inspiration. 

 

Lizzie has been an artist at Spark Studio for about 7 

years.   She has cerebral palsy, but hasnôt allowed 

this to stop her from pursuing her career as an artist.  

Lizzie loves the creative and supportive atmosphere 

at Spark Studio.  Itôs great that students/artists and 

tutors work together. 

 

Lizzie is in a wheelchair and communicates with little 

computer on her wheelchair.  She also paints with a head 

pointer that she wears like a hat. 

Lizzie also organises her own exhibitions, selling her 

artwork in the process.  She entered her work in the Bruce 

Hopkins Awards and received a highly commended and 1st 

of $100.  Lizzie loves exhibiting her work, to show people 

what she can do.  As part of the Visual Arts Focus Group run 

by Spark, Lizzieôs artistic talent developed her ability to 

make art that was about herself.  This has helped Lizzie to 

express herself through her art, which is the main motivation 

that drives her artistic talent.  While her flower paintings are 

of a high standard, she revealed that she was only encouraged to paint flowers 

because it was thought that was the only thing she could paint. 

 

 Last year,  I asked Lizzie if I could buy a painting for a 

Christmas present.  I had my eye on a certain painting 

and it came down from her wall, and I was asked to 

make an offer.   I think what surprised me was the way 

she sold me a painting that was hanging on her wall.  I 

was expecting Lizzie to suggest she would paint 

another image like that.  To me, it demonstrates that 

Lizzieôs home is her artists studio and gallery. Painting 

and art making is a significant part of who Lizzie 

Collenette is. 

 Iôm sure another art work has  been hung to take itsô 

place. 
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